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Spokane County Fire Protection District 8 
MINUTES 

Board of Fire Commissioners Regular Meeting 

Station 82 
September 10, 2013 

6:00 p.m. 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 6:00 pm by Chair 

Boling.  In Attendance: Commissioner Lee Boling, Commissioner Dennis Ross, Commissioner Chuck 

Vyverberg, Chief Tony Nielsen, Assistant Chief Greg Godfrey, Division Chief Chris Wyrobek, 

District Secretary Carol Trescott, members of the District, and members of the public. 

 

INTRODUCTIONS 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 Add:  New Business, Item C., Commissioner Ross 

 Add:  Announcements, Spokane County Fire Commissioners Association 

Motion made by Commissioner Vyverberg, and seconded by Commissioner Ross:  The meeting 

Agenda is approved as amended.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion made by Commissioner Ross, and seconded by Commissioner Vyverberg:  The Consent 

Agenda is approved as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Organizational Changes:   Chief Nielsen presented the Board with an Organizational Chart 

showing the modifications made to the agency as a result of a workshop held on July 29
th

.  He noted 

that the matters of salary compression and Division Chief recruitment were discussed during a budget 

workshop on September 9
th

.  

 

Chief Godfrey reported the Division Chief position is posted internally and applications will be 

accepted until September 16
th

.  An exam and assessment center will take place on September 23
rd

.  He 

added that the District and the Local will meet to discuss duties and responsibilities before moving 

forward to fill the captain positions.  

 

Commissioner Ross will sit on the traditional oral portion of the Division Chief assessment center on 

the 23
rd

. 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Ross, and seconded by Commissioner Vyverberg:   To approve the 

Organizational Chart as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

A. Tablet Computers:  Commissioner Vyverberg suggested the Board consider purchasing iPads 

for the commissioners to use for District business and as a means of accessing meeting packets.   

 

Commissioner Ross noted the commissioners currently have netbooks and felt they adequately served 

their needs at this time. 

 

Commissioner Boling said iPads could be put on a wish list to see where the purchase would fall on 

the priority list.  

 

The commissioners decided to complete the 2014 budget process before moving forward with a new 

tablet purchase. 

 

When a member of the Board requests an item be added to the agenda, Commissioner Boling asked 

staff to include the commissioner’s name next to the agenda item. 

 

B. MOU:  Temporary Full-Time Firefighter/Paramedic:  Chief Nielsen informed the Board 

that one of the District’s full-time firefighter/paramedics will be out on an extended medical leave.  In 

past practice the District has entered into an MOU with the Local and offered a temporary full-time 

assignment to one of the District’s temporary-hourly firefighter/paramedics.   

 

Chief Nielsen presented the Board with a Memorandum of Understanding between SCFD8 and IAFF 

Local 3711.  The document was reviewed by Local 3711.  The MOU may be extended beyond 240 

consecutive days if mutually agreed upon by both parties.  

 

Motion made by Commissioner Ross, and seconded by Commissioner Vyverberg:  To accept the 

MOU with Local 3711 as written.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

C. Commissioner Ross:  Commissioner Ross announced he has sold his home and will close on 

the property October 8
th

.  His intent is to remain within the District boundaries but at the present time 

was uncertain where he will be living.   

 

Chief Nielsen reported the District’s legal counsel had no concern with Commissioner Ross living 

outside of the District as long as his intent is to return to the District in the near future.   

 

Legal counsel also stated any decisions made by Commissioner Ross while he is a member of the 

Board of Fire Commissioners will stand even if he moves out of the District and is required to resign 

his position as commissioner. 

 

EXECUTIVE REPORT - Chief Nielsen 

A. 2014 Budget Process:  Chief Nielsen is in the process of scheduling a second budget 

workshop and asked the Board to check their email for a meeting request.  Staff is on track to present 

the 2014 budget to the Board in October and will ask for their further direction at that time. 

 

B. Mica Gun Range:  Legal counsel stated the District is currently doing all it has the legal 

authority to do in effort to protect the citizens living near the Mica gun range.  Legal concurred that 

Spokane County is the Fire Marshal and District 8 has no authority to enforce or shut down the gun 

range.  Chief Nielsen said legal also advised against the District making a recommendation to the 
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county that could affect the business or income of the Mica gun range.  However, if the Board does 

direct the Fire Chief to make a recommendation, legal suggested the District ensure that the argument 

is legitimate, objective, and fact-based, before any position is taken.  Additionally, any 

recommendation could not target the Mica gun range only and must include every piece of property in 

the Fire District. 

 

Chief Nielsen reported that the County Fire Marshal is limited by its staffing, laws, and regulations 

and said there are currently few regulations governing outdoor gun ranges. Per prior building code, the 

Fire District has asked the gun range owner to keep fire extinguishers, sand, and shovels on site.  

However, according to current county code, that request is now beyond the District’s scope of 

authority. 

 

Spokane County’s legal counsel said there was no way they would recommend, support, or enforce a 

request to halt operations at the gun range during red flag days.  The county confirmed that the gun 

range is a grandfathered, non-conforming, legal use property.   

 

Chief Nielsen said the District currently staffs an additional brush truck during red flag days in order 

provide enhanced protection when farmers are harvesting.  He suggested that brush could also provide 

a presence at the gun range during red flag warning days to ensure things are being conducted safely.   

 

C. WSRB Protection Class:  The District received notice that the Washington Survey and 

Ratings Bureau is conducting a re-rate on Fire District 8 and updating its protection class.  Chief 

Nielsen said this is a large project and staff will work collaboratively to ensure the correct data is 

provided.  WSRB has asked for information on District facilities, personnel, training, infrastructure, 

apparatus, hydrants, and water supply.   

 

Chief Nielsen stated the goal is to retain or improve the District’s current 5A rating.  An insurance 

class rating greatly affects homeowners’ insurance premiums. 

 

D. SAFER Grant:  Chief Wyrobek reported he has submitted a SAFER grant for the recruitment 

and retention of volunteer firefighters.  The $137,000 request is for a four-year performance period 

with no required matching contribution.  The request includes funds for a full uniform and jacket for 

volunteer members, a health and wellness initiative, as well as non-cash rewards and incentives.  It 

also includes a request for funding a website redesign and web hosting, a newsletter and monthly ad 

space in the Spokesman Review.  The advertisements would be used to highlight District members, 

new members, a fire safety message, and volunteer recruitment messages. Successful SAFER grant 

award recipients will be notified within one year. 

 

E. Zip Line Park:  Chief Godfrey reported on the progress of a proposed zip line park in the 

Quinimose/Henry Road areas.  Legal counsel has recommended the District implement a Fee-for-Use 

agreement, which is a common practice in Washington State between fire districts and certain types of 

companies within their district.  Provisions in the contract allow District 8 and special rescue teams 

from Valley Fire use of the park for training purposes.  The contract also stipulates the park will 

provide four wheelers on-site for use by first responders to access the 250 acre grounds, and the park 

must provide specific equipment to be used for minor rescues.  In addition, the agreement states the 

park will maintain a disaster action plan which is to be reviewed and accepted by the District annually.  

The recommended fee for this service is $600 per year.  
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F. SWRMG Meeting Proxy:  The SWRMG annual meeting will be September 26
th

 in Chehalis.  

Chief Nielsen said if a member of the agency is not present, the Board will be required to authorize a 

proxy.  Commissioner Ross may be available to attend the meeting and will consult his calendar and 

then notify the District Secretary. 

 

G. Public Relations Activities:  Local 3711 invited the District’s chief officers to participate in a 

Beyond the Yellow Ribbon event on August 23
rd

.  Chief Godfrey was able to attend and cooked 

dinner for approximately 30 veterans at the camp near Deer Park.   

 

Several members of the District prepared a hamburger and hot dog dinner for the children and families 

who were staying at the Ronald McDonald House on August 30
th

.   

 

H. High School CPR Program:  Staff is partnering with the administration and teachers at 

Freeman High School to provide CPR training for FHS seniors.  The two-day class will be held in  

January and will then be scheduled as an annual training.  CPR mannequins will be purchased with 

monies raised and donated by Mr. Desborough during his bike ride last spring. 

 

I. Newsletter:  Staff is in process of drafting a fall newsletter with a scheduled mailing date of 

early October.  Chief Nielsen asked the Board if they still had an interest in writing a message for the 

Commissioners Corner.   Commissioner Boling asked the District Secretary to prepare an article 

highlighting the new fire commissioner, Chuck Vyverberg.   

 

J. Ben Burr Road:  Chief Nielsen reported he was contacted by Pat Harper with Spokane 

County earlier that day informing him of a hearing that is taking place that evening on the 

readjustment of Ben Burr Road.  The original plan was changed from a Ben Burr vacation to a re-

alignment by recommendation from Mr. Brueggeman at Spokane County. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None  

  

CORRESPONDENCE 

Attached 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 9/11 ceremonies will be held at all four fire stations in the District on September 11
th

.  A chief 

officer will be at each station; the flags will be raised at 6:58 a.m. and then lowered to half-

staff at 6:59 a.m.  Fire dispatch will send out a series of tones and will read a small statement 

of remembrance across the dispatch channel. The flags will remain at half-staff for the 

remainder of the day per the governor’s directive.   

 Spokane County Fire Commissioners Association meeting is Thursday, September 12
th

, 7:00 

pm, at Fire District 3.  The new healthcare law will be a topic of discussion. 

 Stations inspections will take place September 24
th

, 25
th

, & 26
th

, starting with Station 81 at 

9:00 a.m.    
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ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business, the regular meeting was adjourned at 6:50 pm. 

 

 

 

              _____________________________________ 
              Lee C. Boling, Chair 

              Fire District 8 Commissioner 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_______________________________________ 
Carol Trescott, District Secretary 


