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Spokane County Fire Protection District 8 
MINUTES 

Board of Fire Commissioners Regular Meeting 

Station 85 
August 13, 2013 

6:00 p.m. 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order by Chair Boling at 6:04 

pm.  In Attendance: Commissioner Lee Boling, Commissioner Dennis Ross, Commissioner Chuck 

Vyverberg, Chief Tony Nielsen, Assistant Chief Greg Godfrey, Division Chief Chris Wyrobek, 

District Secretary Carol Trescott, and members of the public. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
Motion made by Commissioner Vyverberg, and seconded by Commissioner Ross:  The meeting 

Agenda is approved as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion made by Commissioner Ross, and seconded by Commissioner Vyverberg:  The Consent 

Agenda is approved as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Public Hearing / Campbell Road Annexation:  Commissioner Boling recessed the regular 

BoFC meeting at 6:07 pm and proceeded to open a public hearing in order to receive comment 

regarding the annexation of several parcels on Campbell Road. 

 

Hearing no public comment on the Campbell Road annexation, Commissioner Boling closed the 

public hearing and called the regular meeting back in session at 6:09 pm. 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Ross, and seconded by Commissioner Vyverberg:  To adopt 

Resolution 13-06, the Resolution Providing for Annexation, as presented. The motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

B. Organizational Changes:  Tabled until the next regular meeting in September. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. Fire Chief IMT Participation:  Chief Nielsen told the Board he is currently a member of the 

Spokane County Incident Management Team and would like to continue his participation with that 

group. 

 

The Board had no reservations about Chief Nielsen’s participation on the IMT and they encouraged 

him to participate on the team as well as other community, county, and state committees. 
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Chief Nielsen said he, Chief Godfrey, and Chief Hatley are all active members on an IMT and 

coordinate with one another to ensure the operations of the District are not interrupted as a result of 

their participation.   

 

B. Newsletter:  Chief Nielsen said one of the items listed in the Strategic Plan is a focus on 

enhanced communications.  He queried the Board for their interest in distributing a fall newsletter.   

 

Commissioner Ross was strongly in favor of mailing out a District newsletter and would like to see an 

electronic communication from the agency two to three times a year.  He felt it is very important to 

share what the agency does and to solicit feedback from the public in order to understand what they 

feel is important. 

 

Commissioner Vyverberg was in agreement. 

 

Chief Nielsen suggested providing the opportunity for individuals to opt-in if they wish to receive a 

newsletter electronically. 

 

Commissioner Boling said he would like to see a “Commissioners Corner” and a “Chiefs” column in 

the newsletter.   

 

C. Assistant Fire Chief Position:  The commissioners and staff conducted a workshop July 29
th

 

to discuss opportunities for reorganizing the agency. Chief Nielsen asked the Board to clarify their 

direction and if their intent is to reclassify the current deputy chief position to that of assistant chief.   

 

Commissioner Ross stated he would like to see the title changed to assistant chief as it more clearly 

shows the function of the position. 

 

Commissioner Boling stated the Board is to have an active role in the selection of both the assistant 

chief and the fire chief. He was also in favor of reclassifying the position to that of an assistant chief 

as part of the reorganization of the agency.  Commissioner Boling said an assistant chief would step 

into the role of chief in the absence of the fire chief.   

 

Chief Nielsen stated that Chief Godfrey has been an outstanding addition to the District and will make 

an excellent assistant chief.    

 

EXECUTIVE REPORT - Chief Nielsen 

A. Chief’s Chat:  The first Chief’s Chat was held July 18
th

.  Chief Nielsen reported it was a 

positive event that provided a good opportunity to communicate with District members and to 

recognize volunteers for their dedication to training and their participation in other activities.  He plans 

to hold a quarterly Chief’s Chat; the next one will take place in October. 

 

B. National Night Out:  National Night Out was August 6
th

.  District members participated in 

events in the Bella Vista, Hangman Hills, and Moran Prairie neighborhoods.  Chief Nielsen attended 

all three events and heard from citizens that they appreciate the District’s members and the work they 

do. 
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C. Review of BOFC Policies & Procedures:  Chief Nielsen reminded the Board that the 

Strategic Plan states the Board will review Board Policies and Procedures in 2013 and update as 

needed.   

 

D. Healthcare Update:  The District will see no increase in insurance premiums in 2014 and the 

WFCA will grant a “healthcare holiday” which will result in a saving of approximately $50,000 for 

the District. 

 

E. 09/09/13 Budget Workshop:  Commissioners and staff are scheduled to meet September 9
th

, 

6:00 pm, at Station 82 to discuss the 2014 budget.  Chief Nielsen has been working with Bill Cushman 

from Snohomish County Fire District 1 and the budgeting model Mr. Cushman developed.  Chief 

Nielsen feels the budgeting model will provide a good seven-year outlook for the District.    

 

F. 09/14/13 Fill the Boot:  SCFD8 members will be at 57
th

 & Regal on September 14
th

, in effort 

to collect donations for the Muscular Dystrophy Association through the Fill the Boot campaign.  

Over the last three years, District members have collected more than $18,000 in donations for the 

Association. 

 

G. 09/26/13 SWRMG Meeting:  The Southwest Risk Management Group’s annual meeting will 

be held September 26
th

 in Chehalis, WA.  It is suggested that one member of the agency be in 

attendance. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None  

  

CORRESPONDENCE 

Attached 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Several citizens of the District who live near the Mica gun range spoke to express their concern over 

the operations at the range.   

 

Fred Voliva said there have been 13-14 red flag warning days this season and asked why the gun 

range was not shut down during potential high fire periods. 

 

Chief Nielsen said Spokane County and the County Fire Marshal’s office has enforcement authority 

over the operations at the gun range. 

 

Donald Sheard said he is concerned when he sees people stomping out fires and looking for buckets at 

the range.  He said there was no gun master on-site when he visited and that people there had no idea 

where anything was.  He stopped by on several occasions and never saw a gun master on-site.   

 

Kevin Miller shared a topographical map of the area.  He said 25 parcels are affected by limited road 

access and a fire in the vicinity of the range would cut off hundreds of residents.  He stated he is aware 

that the gun range is not licensed or permitted and is allowed to operate under a non-conforming use 

of the property.  Mr. Miller said there have been four fires in the last five years in or around the gun 

range.  Residents in the area understand the gun range exists, and speaking on their behalf, he 
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requested that the Fire District ask the county to temporarily restrict operations at the gun range during 

red flag warning days.   

 

The Board acknowledged the issue has come forward in the past.  Commissioner Boling said they will 

follow up to see what legal authority the Fire District has in regards to operations at the gun range.   

 

Chief Godfrey said he has visited the gun range three times this year and there has been a range master 

on-site each time.  There were also buckets containing, sand, shovels, and water can extinguishers 

available.   

 

Because of the time sensitive nature of the issue, the Board directed staff to review the history and 

contact legal counsel to determine what steps the District can take to ensure the safety of the citizens 

living near the gun range.  A special Board meeting may be called if staff’s findings require action be 

taken by the commissioners. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

None 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business, the regular meeting was adjourned at 6:58 pm. 

 

 

 

              _____________________________________ 
              Lee C. Boling, Chair 

              Fire District 8 Commissioner 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_______________________________________ 
Carol Trescott, District Secretary 


