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Spokane County Fire Protection District 8 
MINUTES 

Regular Board of Fire Commissioners Meeting 

Station 82 

May 8, 2012 
6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order by Chair Boling at 6:00 

p.m.  In Attendance: Commissioner Lee Boling, Commissioner Greg Hesse, Commissioner Dennis 

Ross, Chief William Walkup, Deputy Chief Tony Nielsen, Deputy Chief Lonnie Rash, Carol Trescott, 

Administrative Assistant, and members of the District. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Motion made by Commissioner Hesse, and seconded by Commissioner Ross:  The meeting Agenda 

is approved as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion made by Commissioner Hesse and seconded by Commissioner Ross: 

The Consent Agenda is approved as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Division Chief Support Services – Per Commissioner Ross’s request, the Board entered into 

discussion regarding the vacant Support Services Division Chief position.  Chief Walkup shared a list 

of duties that fall within the area of Support Services and addressed the workload of current staff.  He 

pointed out that when the agency is down a position the impacts are felt by everyone. 

  

The Board discussed possible funding options and whether or not to continue to carry the open 

position.  The Board could elect to fund the position using reserved annexation monies, general 

reserve monies, or capital replacement funds.  Per Board policy, the Capital Replacement Program is 

to be funded at $123,000; the program has been funded at $189,000 for several years. Some 

equipment originally scheduled to be replaced has either not met the criteria for replacement as 

outlined in the CRP, or staff has recommended deferring replacement because it is in good condition. 

 

The authorized Division Chief position is a placeholder and the Fire Chief has the ability to modify 

the job duties in order to meet the needs of the agency.  If the position is eliminated, the Chief would 

be required to return to the Board for reauthorization in order to fill it.  New positions are authorized 

by the Board during the annual budget development process, August through October. 

 

Because there are several authorized, but unfilled, FTE positions, Commissioner Boling asked if they 

should be looking at all open positions as a package. 

 

Chief Walkup said filling the authorized FTE positions would allow the agency to reach its end goal in 

the staffing plan.  He stated the Division Chief position is by far the most critical position to fill based 
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on work effort.  The Chief noted the agency will continue to respond to emergencies, and members 

will continue to provide great service.  However, if the Support Services position is not filled items 

such as contacts with the community, a strategic communications plan, public newsletter, the 

prevention program, as well as ongoing building projects and general maintenance, cannot adequately 

be addressed or must be deferred. 

 

Commissioner Hesse pointed out that the Division Chief also acts as a response chief and would help 

disburse some of the pressures of the current response chiefs.  

 

Chief Walkup will return to the Board with a recommendation regarding the Division Chief position. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. Surplus Property – Staff has determined that Brush 88, a 1986 GMC Model 7000, should be 

declared surplus to the needs of the District and recommended it be disposed of in conformance with 

law.  The Board reviewed the status and history of the apparatus.  The vehicle will not be replaced. 

Commissioner Boling read Resolution 12-02 for the record.   

   

Motion made by Commissioner Hesse, and seconded by Commissioner Ross:  The Board of 

Commissioners approves Resolution 12-02 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously 

 

B. Storage Facility Bid Opening – The District advertised for bids for the construction of two 

storage facilities, one to be built at Station 81, and one to be built at Station 82.  Station 85 could be 

used as an alternate site.  Chief Walkup opened and read each bid as follows: 

 

 Quality Contractors LLC $212,518.28 

 DK Fowler   $184,181.28 - Station 81 

$181,572.00 - Station 82 

$192,007.68 - Station 85 

 Bunker Buildings  $223,518.00 

 Town & County Builders $106,543.39 - Station 81 

$  97,237.03 - Station 82 

 

Chief Walkup asked the Board to refer all bids to staff for evaluation and selection of the lowest, most 

responsive bid in accordance with state bid laws. 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Hesse, and seconded by Commissioner Boling:  Refer all bids to the 

Chief and staff to accept the lowest, most responsive bid and come back to the Board of 

Commissioner with a recommendation. 
 

An amended motion was made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Hesse:  To 

accept the lowest, most responsive bid in compliance with state bid requirements. 

 

Commissioner Boling clarified that staff is to review all bids and move forward with the lowest, most 

responsive bid and is not required to return to the Board with a recommendation. 

 

The original motion carried unanimously. 

 

The amended motion carried unanimously. 
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EXECUTIVE REPORT:  Chief Walkup 

None 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Attached 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Spokane County Fire Commissioners Association meeting will be held Thursday, May 10, 

7:00 pm, at Valley Fire, Station 1. 

 WFCA will hold its annual spring seminar in Chelan, WA, on June 1 – 3.  The Commissioners 

and the Fire Chief will attend. 

 SCFD8’s 2012 recognition event will be held Friday, February 8, 2013, at Center Place in 

Spokane Valley. 

 Abigail Ann Parker was born to Support Services volunteer members Kristen and James 

Parker; grandparents are Lee & Barb Boling. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:35 p.m. 

 

 

 

              _____________________________________ 
              Lee C. Boling, Chair 

              Fire District 8 Commissioner 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________________ 
William A. Walkup, District Secretary 


