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Spokane County Fire Protection District 8 
MINUTES 

Regular Board of Fire Commissioners Meeting 

Station 82 

August 9, 2011 
6:00 p.m. 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order by Chair Hesse at 6:00 

p.m.  In Attendance: Commissioner Lee Boling, Commissioner Greg Hesse, Commissioner Dennis 

Ross, Chief William Walkup, Deputy Chief Lonnie Rash, and Carol Trescott, Administrative 

Assistant. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 Add:  Executive Session for matters of personnel and contract. 

Motion made by Commissioner Ross, and seconded by Commissioner Boling: 

The meeting Agenda is approved as amended.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion made by Commissioner Ross and seconded by Commissioner Boling: 

The Consent Agenda is approved as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. 2012 and 2013 Expense Plan Policy Direction – Chief Walkup presented the Board with 

information in response to questions raised at their special meeting on July 20
th

.  He provided the 

Board with a comprehensive fiscal picture of the District, a review of fiscal policies relating to the 

District’s bond rating and previously adopted resolution, a data analysis of area fire agencies’ levy 

measures, and the District’s bond underwriter’s interpretation of impacts of non-compliance with 

fiscal policies.  The Chief reported he also continued his work with legal counsel on a draft levy 

resolution and ballot title as previously directed by the Board.   

 

The county assessor’s office adjusted its 2012 revenue projection decline from 5.0% to a 3.3%.  

Actual revenue figures will not be confirmed until the second week in February.  The District is 

currently at its levy limit and not able to collect 101% but will be allowed to add last year’s new 

construction to the 2011 base assessed value. 

 

Commissioner Boling stated he was concerned that although the Board had recently attended training 

they did not have time to implement or utilize what they had learned.  He also said after ensuring all 

possible budget cuts have been made, his preference was to request the total amount needed so that the 

District can continue to provide current services. 

 

A $.17 per thousand M & O levy would generate approximately $400,000 and represent the amount of 

revenue shortfall needed by the District to preserve current operations without damaging its bond 

rating or accessing reserve or annexation funds. 
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Commissioner Hesse stated he also felt the District should request the total amount needed for 

operations.  He noted the District’s continued efforts to be the good stewards of the public’s money. 

 

Commissioner Ross concurred but stated he would have liked more time to consider the matter.  He 

also requested that staff reaffirm all possible cuts have been made going into 2012 budget 

development. 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Boling, and seconded by Commissioner Ross: 

Adopt Resolution 11-03 Maintenance and Operation Levy with the understanding that there can 

be some small changes after the Chief discusses the language with the prosecutor but that the 

intent shall remain intact.  

The motion carried unanimously.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. Levy Resolution and Ballot Title – Included in discussion of 2012 and 2013 Financial Plan 

Direction (5A.)  

 

EXECUTIVE REPORT:  Chief Walkup 

A. Chief Nielsen worked vigorously with the District’s MSA supplier and was able to save 

$57,013, a 16% savings, on the total contract price of the District’s MSA. His work effort decreased 

the total cost of the equipment from $373,000 to $316,852. 

 

Commissioner Hesse asked that a list of similar cost savings efforts and accomplishments be included 

in a newsletter or informational brochure along with the rationale for requesting the M & O levy. 

  

Chief Walkup stated the District can’t advocate for a levy or tell citizens to vote but can share factual 

information on what Proposition 1 is and why the Fire District is requesting it. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE - None 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS - None 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The Board adjourned for Executive Session at 6:20pm to discuss matters of personnel performance 

and contract. 

 

The meeting was called back to order at 6:35 pm.  No decisions were made in Executive Session. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Karen Miltenberger, Nicholson & Associates thanked the Board for their past business and told them 

she would be submitting a 2011 – 2012 renewal quote to Chief Walkup in the near future. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:45p.m. 

 

             _____________________________________ 
             Gregory A. Hesse, Chair 

             Fire District 8 Commissioner 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________________ 
William A. Walkup, District Secretary 


